1254

great strengths, the drive and determination
of our entrepreneurs.
Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 6:40 p.m. on
September 17 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on September
20. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 19 but
was embargoed for release until the broadcast.
The Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of this address.

Remarks Following a Briefing on
Hurricane Damage at the Virginia
State Police Academy in Richmond,
Virginia

September 22, 2003

If T may have your attention for a second,
first, I want to thank Governor Warner for
his hospitality and leading this important
State through Hurricane Isabel. I also want
to congratulate those of you who work with
me at the Federal level. You're doing a fabu-
lous job, and I'm proud of you. I know a
lot of you have come from other parts of our
country and your families are at home, and
I want to thank you for just taking a little
extra effort to help a fellow citizen in need.

The response to this hurricane has been
really great. The planning for it has been
great. The response during the hurricane was
great, and the response after the hurricane
has been great. And I want to thank you all
for working hard to make it happen. You
make me proud to be a fellow employee of
the people at the Federal level.

We've got a lot of work to do. The Gov-
ernor and I were discussing the needs here
of the citizens of Virginia. We're going to
keep working hard to get the electricity up
and running. There are crews working 24/
7 so that people can get the electricity they
need. I was talking to Congressman Bobby
Scott and Congressman Eric Cantor about
the needs of their district. And they're, like
the Governor, deeply concerned about the
fact that too many of the citizens don’t have
electricity. A lot do now, but too many don’t.
But I want to thank the companies for bring-
ing in extra workers. And I want to thank
those workers, who are manning the
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chainsaws and getting the lines back up so
people can have electricity.

In the meantime, we're working to make
sure that we get water and ice to the people
so that they can move on with their lives.
I want to thank the local folks, State folks,
and the county and city police, firefighters
and emergency responders and the mayors
for their hard work as well. The truth of the
matter is, the frontline on any emergency is
the local people. And you've done your State
proud, and you've done your citizens proud.

I want to thank the people who are loving
their neighbor just like they’d like to be loved
themselves. There’s a lot of neighborliness
taking place in the State of Virginia and
North Carolina and Maryland, where some-
body hurts and somebody’s lonely, somebody
needs help is finding refuge and solace be-
cause a fellow citizen has taken it upon him
or herself to help somebody in need.

You know, the true character of this coun-
try comes out during times of stress and
emergency. And this country has responded
once again. So on behalf of a grateful nation,
I want to thank people at all levels of our
Government for working extra hard to help
our country when it needed help.

May God bless those who hurt. May God
bless those who still mourn the loss of life.
And may God continue to bless America.
Thank you all very much.

NotE: The President spoke at 2:54 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Gov. Mark Warner of Vir-
ginia.

Remarks Following Discussions With
Iraqi Ministers

September 22, 2003

President Bush. We're going to have a
couple of statements here. First, it's my
honor to welcome two Ministers from Iraq—
free Irag—the Minister of Public Works, the
Minister of Electricity, people charged with
improving the lives of the Iraqi citizens, peo-
ple who the Governing Council has picked
to lead these ministries.

And we've had a fascinating discussion.
These two good souls have found that the
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system wasn’t conducive for—the system
they inherited was not conducive for taking
care of the citizens. It was a—the infrastruc-
ture was old and tired; power was central-
ized. Really, they inherited a system of a cor-
rupt tyrant.

And their job now is to improve life. I love
their spirit. I love the fact that they are dedi-
cated to doing their jobs. And I also appre-
ciate the appraisal of what’s going on in Iraq,
the assessment that were making good
progress toward achieving our objective.

So thank you all for coming here to Amer-
ica. We're proud of you and proud of you
being pioneers for a free people. And wel-
come.

If you'd like to say a few words, Madam
Minister, we’d like to hear them.

Minister Nesreen Berwari. Well, on Sep-
tember 3d, the Governing Council formed
an Iragi Government. And this has been the
most significant move after two steps before
that. Forming the Government and Iraqis
taking care of their own affairs has been re-
ceived very well by the Iragi people.

A sense of progress is being sensed in the
streets of Iraq. More work is being done. And
the work on restoring services to pre-war
level has been achieved. Now we’re working
on planning for the next year program. We
have great plans to improve services. Our
mission is to show a different governance.
We want to tell the Iragis that the change
that has happened 4 months ago is for their
own benefit, through improving the public
service.

But also investing on Iraq that can become
an asset to itself and to the rest of the world,
an Iraq that can add values of peace and
prosperity to itself, to the region, and to the
rest of the world. A working Iraq is in the
best interests of everybody, and you don’t
have to do a lot of investment, because Iraq
is rich, rich with people, rich with oil, rich
with water. We only needed help in the be-
ginning, and we will do it ourself and con-
tribute to the rest of the world.

Our visit this week is to seek support, con-
tinuous support from the U.S. Government
who liberated us, and we’re very thankful for
that, and to pledge and show our commit-
ment to the future partnership and coopera-
tion.
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Thank you.
President Bush. Mr. Minister, Minister of
Electricity.
Minister Aiham Alsammarae. Thank

you, Mr. President, for the opportunity. We
are, since of course the war until now, we
are working very hard to rebuild the elec-
tricity, which is destroyed by almost 30 years
of system, that you know how was a system
of doing things—almost no technical back-
ground for it.

We lost a lot of power. We lost a lot of
powerplants over the year. We don’t have
really, in the time when the war is over, more
than 3,300 megawatt out of actually, before
the war, almost 4,400. We are right now
reaching that number back again. We have
a plan to, by next June, to build another 2,000
to 3,000 megawatt. This is all—will make
Iraq again having a lot of opportunities for
work, because the employment will be high.
When you have electricity, you have oil to
produce. When you have electricity, you have
a treatment for the water.

All that I like to talk about this more and
more, but I like to tell you about what’s hap-
pening in Iraq the last 5 months. The last
5 months, Iraqis, they have the freedom to
talk. We have almost right now 86 news-
paper, while before the war we have only
3 or 4 newspapers, all controlled by the Gov-
ernment. All the 86 newspapers are not con-
trolled by anyone right now except the indi-
viduals who own them.

We have actually the people right now
talking freely in the market. They go and get,
for example, dishes. We know that every sin-
gle Iraqis right now, he can go and buy any-
thing he wants. This is the freedom which
we missed before, and we got it over the last
5 months. If the Iraqi people and the Amer-
ican help us for the next year and a half,
I almost guarantee—I guarantee it to the
President but I almost guarantee it to the
American people that we will have different
Iraq, Iraq who is going to help the United
States and the free world and also help the
area around us, because we are going to build
a democracy and Iraq will become example
for all the Middle East areas and all the coun-
tries around us.
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We need the help of the Americans right
now to build Iraq so you have a secure coun-
try here, and you have a secure world, and
we have a secure Iraq. And I appreciate it,
and thank you very much.

President Bush. Thank you all.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 4:26 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Statement on the Transition of the
Secretary General of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization

September 22, 2003

I welcome today’s decision by NATO to
appoint Jaap de Hoop Scheffer, the Dutch
Foreign Minister, as its next Secretary Gen-
eral, beginning in January 2004. Mr. de Hoop
Scheffer is a leader deeply committed to
freedom and to strong and effective trans-
atlantic cooperation. I look forward to work-
ing with him.

I also commend Lord Robertson for his
many achievements during his 4 years as Sec-
retary General. Under his leadership, NATO
welcomes seven new countries. He helped
launch a new relationship between NATO
and Russia. He spearheaded an ambitious
agenda of transformation to make NATO
forces lighter, faster, and better able to meet
the challenges of the 21st century. During
his tenure, NATO mounted its first operation
outside its traditional area, proving that our
Alliance can address terrorist threats where
they arise. He made NATO a vital partner
in the war on terror and in the effort to re-
build the newly freed nations of Afghanistan
and Iraq.

The American people will always remem-
ber Lord Robertson’s leadership when after
the September 11th attacks NATO invoked
its solemn collective defense clause for the
first time in its history. On behalf of all Amer-
icans, I extend best wishes to Lord Robertson
as he prepares to depart his post as Secretary
General of NATO and America’s gratitude
for a job well done.
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Remarks Prior to Discussions With
Secretary-General Kofi Annan of the
United Nations in New York City

September 23, 2003

I appreciate being here with the Secretary-
General. He’s a leader and a friend. We look
forward to working with the United Nations
to achieve big objectives. The big objective,
of course, is for there to be peace and free-
dom, peace in the Middle East, freedom for
people who are oppressed.

I assured the Secretary-General our Na-
tion will still continue to provide help for
famine and disease. We're mostly going to
talk about today the need for the United Na-
tions and the free world to work against slav-
ery in all forms, particularly the sex slavery
that takes place all over the world—in our
civilized world. The world must combine our
resources and our will to stop this abhorrent
practice.

Mr. Secretary, thank you, sir. It’s great to
be back.

NoTE: The President spoke at 9:50 a.m. at the
United Nations Headquarters. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of these remarks.

Address to the United Nations
General Assembly in New York City

September 23, 2003

Mr. Secretary-General; Mr. President; dis-
tinguished delegates; ladies and gentlemen:
Twenty-four months ago—and yesterday in
the memory of America—the center of New
York City became a battlefield and a grave-
yard and the symbol of an unfinished war.
Since that day, terrorists have struck in Bali,
Mombasa, in Casablanca, in Riyadh, in Ja-
karta, in Jerusalem, measuring the advance
of their cause in the chaos and innocent suf-
fering they leave behind.

Last month, terrorists brought their war
to the United Nations itself. The U.N. head-
quarters in Baghdad stood for order and
compassion, and for that reason, the terror-
ists decided it must be destroyed. Among the
22 people who were murdered was Sergio



